SINKIANG
fought against the Russians before he became Captain of the
Guard to the Khan of Kokhand, whose help had been sought
by Kashgar. When a Chinese army under the Governor of
Kansu, Tso Tsung Tang, marched against him in 1877,
Yakub Beg, knowing that he could not get Russian support,
and foreseeing defeat, committed suicide. Tso Tsung Tang,
who had declared war against him on his own initiative,
restored Sinkiang to China and it became the nineteenth
province of the Empire.
To-day China has again lost the mastery of these distant
provinces—of Tibet, Sinkiang, Mongolia and Manchuria.
But the circumstances of the dismemberment have not
hitherto been retailed, and a brief sketch of them will show
the present importance of Sinkiang for the future of Asia.
The Dismemberment of China.
Hitherto, China had known, from long experience, the kind
of diplomacy that was necessary when she had to reconquer
any province the loss of which had shaken her own power.
But in the nineteenth century the attacks of the Occidental
nations by sea constituted a new factor to which the
decadent Manchu dynasty was unable to adapt itself. The
old Chinese method was to oppose one enemy nation against
another, but in her attempts to apply it now China had to
acquiesce in the most disastrous encroachments, con-
cessions, loans, foreign control, naval and military occupation.
In the present period, continental greed has become more
acute than ever. Japan, crazy for the dismemberment of
China, is master in Manchukuo. The U,S.S.R, controls
Outer Mongolia. Outer Tibet is under British protection
and Yunnan is in a zone of French influence. Inside this ring
the still nominally Chinese territories of Inner Mongolia,
Sinkiang, and Inner Tibet are torn between revolts and the
greed of their neighbours. And the slightest incident that
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